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A RECAP OF BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES EDUCATION
A wetland field day was held on June 21st showcasing many aspects of
having a wetland. Speakers covered topics from restoring a wetland
that was converted to farm land at one time to controlling invasive
species in an established wetland. Why is there a focus on wetlands?
There has been a 72% loss of wetlands in the Ox Creek Watershed;
many acres have been drained for other land uses. Wetlands are important in many ways; they store water following rain and snow melt
and recharge groundwater instead of the water being discharged
through field tiles and drains. They reduce the magnitude and frequency of flooding events. Sediment and chemicals in water held in
wetlands have time to be filtered out before the water enters lakes
and streams. Wetlands also provide excellent wildlife habitat.

On July 25th we switched gears and held a field day
about cover crops. Special guest speaker John
Kempf talked about disease suppression using cover
crops. In addition we discussed different types of
cover crops while visiting a demonstration plot.
Why are cover crops important? They can reduce erosion from wind and water, maintain or increase soil health, and
reduce water quality degradation by utilizing excessive soil nutrients. Excess sediment downstream flowing into the
harbor at Lake Michigan can also cause costly dredging. Keep it covered!
“This project has been funded wholly or in part through Michigan department of Environmental Quality’s Nonpoint Source Program by the Untied States
Environmental Protection Agency.”

Opportunities for You:

Call 269-471-9111 x3 or visit us at 3334 Edgewood Rd, Berrien Springs for more information.

Funding is available through
the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service to provide cost-share towards implementing best management practices. Agricultural
producers who are in the St.
Joseph River Watershed are
eligible to apply. This includes
all landowners and/or renters
in the Ox Creek Watershed. If
you rent out your land for
farming, please pass this
information on.
The following is a partial list
of available practices for reducing sediment & nutrient
loading, optimizing groundwater use, and enhancing fish
& wildlife habitat.
Wetland Reserve Easements – Through the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program, landowners receive assistance to restore wetlands that
were converted to agricultural use. The USDA purchases a permanent or long-term 30 year easement on the land to ensure that the restored wetland is preserved.
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan: Develop a livestock waste management plan.
Drainage Water Management Plan: Develop a plan to control soil water table elevations & discharges from subsurface ag drainage systems.
Fish and Wildlife Habitat Management Plan: Develop a site specific plan for fish and wildlife habitat.
Integrated Pest Management Plan: Develop an ecosystem-based plan to manage pests using a combination of techniques.
Irrigation Water Management Plan: Develop a plan to control the volume, frequency, and rate of water for efficient irrigation.
Nutrient Management Plan: Develop a nutrient management plan for fertilizers.
Access Control: Install a temporary or permanent barrier to exclude animals, humans, vehicles, and/ or equipment from an area.
Conservation Cover: Plant species to reduce erosion and protect water quality.
Cover Crop: Plant 1-3 species for soil health and water quality management.
Critical Area Planting: Plant permanent vegetation on highly disturb sites with high erosion rates.
Filter Strip: Plant species that increase water infiltration and protect water quality.
Grassed Waterway: Provide means for slowing water flow and increasing infiltration.
Prescribed Grazing: Manage the harvest of vegetation with grazing and/or browsing animals.
Residue and Tillage Management – No-Till: Implement modified tillage and residue management to increase water infiltration.
Residue and Tillage Management – Reduced Till: Implement reduced tillage methods & manage plant residue distribution on the soil surface.
Riparian Forest Buffer: Plant tree and/ or shrubs adjacent to a watercourse or water bodies.
Stream Crossing: Construct a travel way for people, livestock, equipment, or vehicles across a stream.
Streambank and Shoreline Protection: Install treatments to stabilize / protect stream banks, construct channels,
and shoreline of lakes, reservoirs, or estuaries.

Also:
Interested landowners can seek environmental verification through MAEAP (Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program). It is a free and voluntary program available through the Berrien Conservation
District that works with landowners to minimize potential pollution risks. From greenhouses to dairy farms to
forested lands, there is a place in MAEAP for everyone. The four systems available for verification are
Farmstead, Cropping, Livestock, and Forestry, Wetland, & Habitat.
All Berrien Conservation District programs and services prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, age, marital or family status, political belief, sexual orientation, or disability.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

