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Berrien County Conservation District Conservation Needs Assessment: 

Executive Summary  

Who we are: 

The Berrien County Conservation District is a special purpose, local sub-unit of state 

government with a locally elected Board of Directors to assist landowners in managing their 

natural resources. We work at the county level to assist residents, producers, and communities 

to help resolve natural resource concerns. 

Declared a national priority by congress after the Dust Bowl in the 1930’s, conservation districts 

were organized to guarantee the success of conservation on private lands. Organized in January 

of 2006, after a merge of the Galien River and St. Joseph River Conservation Districts, the 

Berrien County Conservation District is a legal entity with responsibilities and powers of a 

business. It plans and implements conservation practices, seeking voluntary cooperation and 

input from the public. The district assesses conservation practices, coordinates with federal and 

state agencies, prepares long-range plans to address specific needs, secures funding, performs 

work, and evaluates the success of the work performed. The district educates landowners on 

best management conservation practices and encourages good stewardship of natural 

resources. Directors represent the interests of residents in natural resource conservation and set 

a good example. 

Staffing 

Staff performs the day-to-day work, maintain an office, and assist landowners, managers and 

the general public with information, project assistance and access to natural resources. 

A board of five directors currently governs the Berrien County Conservation District and makes 

decisions on policy, funding, and oversees the goals of the district. The day-to-day functions of 

the district are under the direction of the Conservation District Manager, who supervises the 

staff, secures funding for the district, plans events and workshops, orders and sells 

merchandise, handles equipment rentals, budgeting, and oversees the programs. Other staff as 

of this writing include a Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) 

Technician who works directly with farmers and other growers to reduce environmental risks, a 

Produce Safety Technician who works directly with growers to reduce contamination risks to 

fresh fruits and vegetables, and a Soil Erosion Inspector working with the County’s Soil and 

Sedimentation Program to inspect for soil erosion. 

The District shares office space and partners with the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS). NRCS is staffed with a District Conservationist, and a Soil Conservation 

Technician. The District and NRCS have a long history of working together to solve natural 

resource problems.  
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What we do: 

Erosion Issues, Land Use, Forestry Management, Soil Building and More  

As partners with the NRCS, we can assist getting our clients into USDA cost-share programs to 

protect and enhance their soil and overall conservation of their farmland. The District staff 

works directly with landowners to solve these issues.  

Protection of Ground and Surface Water  

The District offers the MAEAP program.  It is a free, confidential program assisting farmers 

with Right to Farm and other agricultural laws. We provide tools for alleviating potential 

concerns to ground and surface water. We also offer drinking well water screening for nitrite 

and nitrates. 

Ensuring Fresh Fruits and Vegetables are Grown and Handled According to State and Federal 

Standards  

This program works with fresh produce operations that grow, harvest, pack or hold fresh 

produce that is consumed raw. Risks to produce safety are identified and reduced. The Produce 

Safety Technician helps farmers avoid high-risk microbial practices allowing them to grow and 

market a safe product for the community.  

Invasive Species Outreach Education and Control 

We are a primary partner with the SW X SW Corner Cooperative Invasive Species Management 

Area (CISMA). The goal of our invasive species efforts is to educate the public on the problems 

with invasive species and removal methods.  

Critical Dune Protection 

We provide recommendations for revegetating a disturbed site with appropriate plants and 

trees to stabilize critical dune properties when building or project applications are submitted for 

critical dune properties.  

Hunting Access on Private Lands 

We work with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources under an agreement whereas we 

facilitate the leases for public hunting on private land.  

Rental Equipment 

As part of the Conservation District’s commitment to soil conservation, we offer low-cost rental 

of a no-till planter drill. Availability of this equipment allows farmers additional conservation 

tools. We also offer a tree seedling transplanter and a Brillion landscape seeder.  
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Soil Erosion Inspection  

Our partnership with the Berrien County Drain Commissioner 

allows us to employ a Certified Inspector to assist with the Soil 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program (SESC). This 

agreement allows the drain office to stay in inspection 

compliance and ensures erosion control throughout the county 

on building projects. 

Stream Monitoring 

We conduct macroinvertebrate collecting and habitat assessments on six sites in the Hickory 

Creek Watershed. This helps determine the health of the stream. 

Reforestation and Native Plants 

The district offers a tree and shrub seedling sale, and a native grass and wildflower sale, 

annually. 
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Introduction 

Berrien County has a long history that begins 

with the early exploration of the Great Lakes. 

The county’s rivers, prairies, and lakeshores 

have drawn people to settle here since the end 

of the last ice age.  

Basing its development on fruit, tourism and 

industry, the county is one of Michigan’s most 

diverse.  

Historically, agricultural areas have 

experienced droughts and more frequent 

flooding; the Lake Michigan shoreline 

experiences more development, deforestation and erosion; and the flood plains have increased 

development and a rise in water level.  

Changes in land use include channelization of agricultural drains, loss of wetlands, loss of forest 

canopy, loss of habitat and natural systems, and a loss of farmland and open spaces. Detailed 

watershed management plans exist for the Galien, Paw Paw, and St. Joseph Rivers and Ox 

Creek and Lake Michigan Tributaries Watersheds, funded under the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency’s (EPA) Clean Water Act, Section 319 initiative.  

The watersheds exhibit a number of problems including hydrology, water quality, habitat, 

sediment, invasive species, and soil erosion. The primary goal of these plans is to improve 

cooperation between the stakeholders – landowners, producers, and local and state agencies – 

in an effort to protect, restore, and enhance the natural resources of the watersheds and Lake 

Michigan and to ensure that the water and natural resources necessary for future growth and 

prosperity are improved and protected. 

  

  

 

 

Average temperature 

Month High Low 

January 32F 18F 

July 81F 61F 

Average annual 

rainfall 
39” 

 
Average annual 

snowfall 
71” 
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Berrien County Profile 

Comprised of eight major cities, 22 townships and nine villages, Berrien County is located on 

Lake Michigan in the southwest corner of the state and is bisected by the St. Joseph River. The 

county has a total area of 1,581 square miles, of which 568 square miles (or 36%) is land and 

1,014 square miles (or 64%) is water (including the bisection boundary into Lake Michigan). The 

St. Joseph River is a major geographical feature, flowing mostly north and west through the 

county from Niles to its mouth on Lake Michigan at St. Joseph. The southwest of the county is 

drained by the Galien River and its tributaries. Paw Paw Lake is in the north of the county, 

along with the Paw Paw River, which flows into the St. Joseph River just before it enters Lake 

Michigan. There are numerous small lakes throughout the county.  

Tourism is vital to the county. The county’s 55 miles of shoreline, along with numerous inland 

lakes, entertain thousands of both in-state and out-of-state people. There are nine county and 

state parks, including Warren Dunes State Park – the largest of Michigan’s parks, and 26 public 

beaches or swimming areas. The county also includes public boat launches, marinas and 

camping sites.  

The Berrien County Master Plan was adopted in April of 2015 and looks at each element of the 

county with a “goal, objective, and a strategy.”  The goal identified is:   

“To create an environment where a wide variety of agricultural operations can continue to thrive in the 

County, and where agricultural lands can be preserved for generations.” The Objectives and Strategies 

identified are 1. To enable and empower local governments to preserve agricultural lands; 2. Use County 

leverage over public services to promote preservation of rural areas and agricultural land; 3. Create a 

supportive environment for agricultural support and related businesses; 4. Support agri-tourism; 5. 

Encourage and support programs that will maintain the viability of agriculture through new and 

expanding markets for locally grown products.”  
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Berrien County Demographics 

Table 1: Population/age/income 

Age  

0-9 12% 

10-19 12% 

20-29 12% 

30-39 11.3% 

40-49 11.9% 

50-59 13.9% 

60-69 13.6% 

70-79 8% 

80+ 5.5% 

Personal 

income  

Per capita 

income $30,839 

Median 

household 

income $52,500 

Source: The Census Bureau ACS 5-Year Estimate 

 

  

The population of Berrien 

County is 153,797 (in 2020). 

The median age is 43.7, 

slightly higher than for all 

of Michigan (39.8) and 10% 

higher than the U.S. (38.2). 
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Table 2: Workforce 

Occupation People in workforce 

Office & Administrative Support 7,940 

 
Management 7,372 

 
Sales & Related 6,852 

 
Food Preparation & Service Related 4,486 

 

   
Farming, fishing, forestry 483 

 

   
Industry  People in workforce % of total 

Manufacturing 14,204 19.8 

Health Care & Social Assistance 10,072 14.1 

Retail Trade 7,437 10.4 

Educational Services 6,486 9.06 

Accommodation & Food Service 5,817 8.12 

   
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing, 

Hunting 982 1.37 

Source: The Census Bureau ACS 5-Year Estimate 
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Berrien County Overview 

Table 3: Berrien County profile 

 
2017 % change since 2012 

Number of farms  872 -18 

Land in farms (acres) 144,583 -8 

Average size of farm (acres) 166 +13 

Share of Sales by Type (%) 

Crops 91 

Livestock, poultry, and products 9 

Land in Farms by Use (%)a 

Cropland 85 

Pastureland 1 

Woodland 7 

Other 6 

Land Use Practices (% of farms) 

No till 24 

Reduced till 15 

Intensive till 20 

Crop cover 14 

(a) May not add to 100% due to rounding 

Source: USDA, NASS 2017 Census of Agriculture 

 

Approximately 45.8% of the 

land (does not include inland 

lakes), or 144,583 acres, is 

farmland – a decrease of 8% 

from 2012. The average farm is 

166 acres, an increase of 13% 

since 2012; however, there are 

872 farms, which is a decrease 

of 18% from 2012. 
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Land Use – Farming 

Berrien County is the heart of Michigan’s “fruit belt.” Berrien County leads all Michigan 

counties in the production of grapes and peaches, is fourth in apples, fifth in blueberries, and 

seventh in tart cherries.  

Berrien County has also grown to be a center for wine, mead, cider, and beer production with 

just over 50 winery, meadery, cidery, and brewery facilities and tasting rooms. Berrien County 

also leads all Michigan counties in the production of hops. 

Per the USDA NASS 2017 Census of Agriculture, there are 11,234 acres in orchards, down from 

13,217 in the previous report. Berrien County also boasts 35 farm markets and u-pick businesses 

in the county. 
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Table 4: Top Crops in Acres 

Corn for grain 44,928 

Soybeans for beans 43,163 

Vegetables harvested, all 6,482 

Grapes 5,638 

Forage  3,767 

Source: USDA, NASS 2017 Census of Agriculture 

  

Table 5: Livestock Inventory (Dec. 31, 2017) 

Hogs and pigs 18,511 

Cattle and calves 3,804 

Layers 2,450 

Goats 857 

Horses and ponies 821 

Broilers and other meat-type 

chickens 401 

Sheep and lambs 366 

Turkeys 62 

Source: USDA, NASS 2017 Census of Agriculture 

  

In addition to leading all 

Michigan Counties in grape 

and peach production, when 

considering the market value 

of agricultural products sold, 

Berrien County is third for 

vegetables, melons, potatoes, 

and sweet potatoes and 

fourth for fruits, tree nuts, 

and berries. 

 

Berrien County ranks 

15th in the state for 

hogs and pigs. 
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Land Use – Hydrology 

There are three rivers in the county. The St. Joseph River flows northwesterly, the Paw Paw 

River, in north county, flows southwesterly, and the Galien River, in south county, flows 

southwesterly. There are four major creeks, including Blue Creek, Pipestone Creek, McCoy 

Creek, and Dowagiac Creek, and one impoundment, Lake Chapin, at the Berrien Springs Dam. 

Land Use – Soils 

The parent materials of the soils of Berrien County were deposited by glaciers or meltwater 

from glaciers, reworked and redeposited by the action of water and wind over time. The 

dominant parent materials were deposited as glacial till, outwash deposits, lacustrine deposits, 

alluvium and organic material. In Berrien County the topographic slopes range from 0-90%, 

from well drained on the ridgetops to very poorly drained in the depressions 
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Berrien County Conservation Needs Assessment Survey 

 In the spring of 2022, 228 respondents completed the following needs assessment survey: 

“How do you live, work, or play in Berrien County?” 

 

Live, work, or play % 

Homeowner (permanent resident) 76.4 

Agricultural landowner 20.6 

Vacation home or second-home owner 6.6 

Renter of home and/or property 4.8 

Property owner (no home) 4.4 

Source: Berrien County Conservation District 

“Which natural areas do you utilize in Berrien County?” 

 

Natural area % 

Beaches 85.5 

Your own backyard/property 85.5 

Parks 80.7 

Forests 72.8 

Hiking/biking trails 71.1 

Lakes (inland/Great Lakes) 70.6 

Dunes 68.0 

Rivers/streams 55.7 

Agricultural lands 37.3 

Public hunting areas 7.9 

Source: Berrien County Conservation District 
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 “Rank the land/water resources within Berrien County based on the importance to the community 

with #1 being the most important natural resource:” [Top ranking] 

 

Source: Berrien County Conservation District 
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“The Berrien County Conservation District provides the following programs and services.  Which are 

you aware of and/or have participated in?” 

 

Programs and services % 

Tree seedling sale 71.1 

Native plant sale 59.2 

Invasive species education 51.3 

Rain barrel & composter education and sales 38.6 

Plat books 28.9 

Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) 27.6 

Partnership with the USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service – 

providing farmland conservation services 20.2 

Farm equipment rentals (no-till drill, tree seedling transplanter) 15.8 

Stream Monitoring Program-Macroinvertebrate bug collection 14.5 

Hunting access program 13.6 

Produce safety program 12.7 

Partnership with the Drain Commission for the Soil and Sedimentation 11.0 

Critical Dune Vegetation Assurances 7.9 

Source: Berrien County Conservation District 
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“Check the top three […] priorities we should focus on in the next 5 years:” [top three responses] 

 

Water quality (drinking water, lakes, rivers, 

ponds, wetlands) 

Forests/woodland 

 %  % 

Drinking water/groundwater 68.0 Recreation/hiking 74.6 

Farmland water runoff 53.1 Invasive species 65.4 

Invasive species 38.2 
Loss due to housing, business, and 

farmland development 
60.5 

Agriculture /farmland Non-farmed lands (backyards, prairies, 

meadows 

 %  % 

Farm chemicals/fertilizers (proper 

use and disposal) 
68.0 

Farm chemicals/fertilizers (proper 

use and disposal) 
68.0 

Pollinator/wildlife habitat 65.4 Pollinator/wildlife habitat 65.4 

Water quality/runoff 61.8 Water quality/runoff 61.8 

Dunes/beaches Quality of life/human behavior 

 %  % 

Soil loss/erosion 64.5 Invasive species education 47.4 

Loss due to housing or businesses 47.8 
Native plants – planting 

wildflowers and grasses 
47.4 

Plant & Wildlife Habitat 43.1 Recycling/proper garbage disposal 39.5 

Source: Berrien County Conservation District 
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What additional actions, programs, and services would you like the Berrien County Conservation 

District to add to help you, your land, and the community? 

 

Select verbatim responses: 

“soil testing, dog parks” 

“Education! I can't answer most of these questions because I don't have sufficient knowledge” 

“Any sustainability related activities and education” 

“native plant education” 

“Gardening/lawn education to promote wildlife and pollinators at home” 

“More education around your seniors. I’ve been here 10 years and had no idea you do the stuff in #10 

above” 

“Invasive education & utility co edu/monitoring” 

“More education about tree care for homeowners” 

“Classes during the evenings and on weekends. The few I have been interested in were during the day 

while I'm at work.” 

“would like to see some of these events offered more than once a year or over several days.” 

“invasive species management”  

“educating the public on value of wetlands and open spaces for the environment” 

“Soil analysis, native plant education, pollinators,” 

    

 



 Berrien County Conservation District 

Conservation Needs Assessment 2023-2028 

 pg.19 

Natural Resource Concerns 

In the past, the focus of conservation efforts in agriculture was to maintain farm productivity by 

conserving soil. The Soil Conservation Service (now Natural Resources Conservation Service) 

was created in the 1930’s as a result of the dust bowl and the need to keep soil on the land, so 

that the American way of life, farming, was protected. At that time, soil erosion was the biggest 

problem. There were not as many concerns about nutrients, sediments, pesticides, pathogens 

and organic matter running into the streams. With the increased use of agrichemicals and 

concentrated livestock feeding operations, we have come to recognize the need to address water 

quality impacted by both agricultural and development activities. We have moved from 

focusing our conservation efforts solely on productivity, to protecting water quality while 

maintaining productivity. 

Loss of Habitat and Natural Systems 

Loss of habitat and natural systems due to development are high-priority resource issues. Land 

in Berrien County is gradually being developed, taking forest, critical dune, and cropland with 

it. Lack of planning for growth causes urban sprawl and fosters the loss of open spaces. Many 

animal species are reliant on large tracts of land and/or migration corridors. Wildlife is forced 

into fringe lands that may conflict with new land uses. Competition may be more difficult in the 

new habitat. Loss of riparian corridor around streams strips the waterways of shade and cooler 

water. Cool water temperatures are critical for fish reproduction and to reduce aquatic plant 

blooms common in warmer waters. Riparian buffers and filter strips can filter nutrients and 

sediments before they enter the stream. Land-use planning helps limit habitat degradation. 

Conservation easements/preservation protects land from future impacts. 

Sediments 

Sediment is a high priority impairment to cold-water fisheries. It is a medium level priority to 

benthic invertebrates and agriculture. Excessive silt and sediment from upland and in-stream 

sources covers riffles, destroys spawning habitat and causes turbidity. Silt and sediment sources 

can be from cropland, construction sites, unprotected stream banks, invasive species with low 

erosion control, and stream crossings. In farming, conventional tillage leaves the soil exposed to 

wind and water. Exposed soils, active gullies, unrestricted livestock, and vehicular access are 

among the most common causes of streambank erosion. The increased use of filter strips and 

windbreaks, cover crops, and no-till farming will help keep soils on the land. The Conservation 

District currently partners with the Berrien County Drain Commissioner and employs a Soil 

Erosion Inspector to inspect project applications for the Soil and Sedimentation program. The 

Conservation District’s MAEAP program utilizes agriculture best management practices to 

reduce sediment. 

Nutrients 

Nutrients are high priority impairments to partial and total body contact recreation and 

fisheries. They are medium priority impairment to benthic invertebrate and wildlife. Nitrogen 

and phosphorus cause eutrophication causing algae and aquatic plants to grow to the extent 
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where many species cannot survive. Decomposition depletes oxygen and creates methane. 

Nutrients in fertilizers used in agriculture and residential landscaping applications can enter 

streams. New awareness on overuse of fertilizer on lawns and golf courses has caused 

manufacturers of such products to offer availability of low to zero Phosphorus fertilizer 

products. Laws enacted to govern the use of nitrogen on lawns and golf courses has contributed 

to the reduction in this county. Nutrients in human and animal waste can be introduced into the 

stream through leaching manure storage areas, from failing septics, and from direct discharge 

from livestock with access to the stream. Yard waste piled on the banks of streams may enter 

the stream after rain, where it decomposes quickly into nitrogen and organic matter, adding to 

nutrient levels. Lack of buffers in agricultural and residential areas allows potential unfiltered 

runoff to enter streams and drains. The Conservation District utilizes the MAEAP program and 

NRCS best management practices to promote nutrient reduction from agriculture and manure. 

Changes in Stream Flow 

Flow is a high priority impairment to navigation and agriculture. It is a medium priority 

impairment to fisheries and partial body contact, recreation. Future industrial uses may be 

impacted by changes in flow affecting water levels and rate of water movement. High flash 

flows can be the result of increased artificial drainage. Changes in land use can increase 

flooding, erosion, and sedimentation. Alternating drainage patterns can affect the hydrology of 

the stream. Drains, elimination of wetlands and increases in impervious surfaces destabilize 

hydrology. The Conservation District and its partner NRCS encourage wetland protection and 

streambank protection to reduce sediment.  

Invasive Species 

Invasive species can impact society and pose a threat to the 

environment, economy, or human health. They can inhibit land 

use, contribute to erosion, and lower biodiversity. They currently 

contribute to the decline of 42% of threatened and endangered 

species and cost the United States economy over 138 billion dollars 

per year. Berrien County Conservation District is a primary 

partner with the SW x SW Corner Cooperative Invasive Species 

Management Area. The goal of the invasive species efforts is to 

educate the public on the problems associated with invasive 

species and teach proper removal methods. Invasive species 

management is a vital component of healthy ecosystems and 

continued efforts to control invasive species are important for both natural and developed 

areas. 

Toxins 

Toxins including hydrocarbons, chemicals, and heavy metals are medium to low priority 

impairments by virtue of the fact that they remain in the bottom sediments until disturbed. All 

toxins impact aquatic life; both fish and macro invertebrates and in some cases humans. 
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Hydrocarbons can come from irrigation pumps but more frequently from run-off on 

impervious surfaces like roadways and also some from illegal dumping. Chemical toxins 

accumulate in the fatty tissues of fish and wildlife. Pesticides used in agriculture pose a serious 

threat to wildlife. Heavy metals bioaccumulate and are concentrated to the point that they 

become toxic. Storm water drains and parking lots contaminate streams. Dredging of near shore 

Lake Michigan and riverbeds mixes the bottom sediments and releases the heavy metals. The 

Conservation District is currently doing grant funded stream monitoring by collecting 

macroinvertebrate aquatic insects in Hickory Creek. This monitoring may indicate clues to 

stream health.  

Forests 

Woodlot management concerns, lack of production timber, invasive species, pests, and general 

concerns of forest health and sustainable timber management is necessary to be addressed by 

the conservation district and partners. Reforestation is encouraged and a tree sale is held by the 

Conservation District to offer low-cost seedlings. 

Groundwater 

The risk to ground and surface water associated with pesticides and nitrogen and phosphorus 

fertilizers is a high priority concern. The ground and surface water concerns are being 

addressed by a grant funded MAEAP technician. The technician identifies risks at the farm 

associated with farming practices. The MAEAP program is voluntary and includes completion 

of the following risk assessments: Farm*A*Syst, Livestock*A*Syst, Crop*A*Syst, and the Forest, 

Wetlands, & Habitat*A*Syst. Some of the protection practices that are promoted consist of 

Abandoned Well Closure, annual Well Water Screening, Farm Emergency Planning assistance, 

Pesticide Container Recycling, and Clean Sweep.  

Agricultural producers that participate in MAEAP can become environmentally assured 

through the program. It is an innovative, proactive program that helps farms of all sizes and all 

commodities prevent or minimize agricultural pollution risks while working to comply with 

state and federal environmental regulations. It was developed to provide a venue for farmers to 

become better educated about management options in order to help protect and enhance the 

quality of natural resources. 

Produce Safety 

The Produce Safety Technician works with produce growers on all aspects of produce safety 

and compliance questions regarding the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). The technician 

works closely with the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Michigan 

State University, and the Produce Safety Alliance to help bring awareness to what is required 

by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for produce growers. 
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“Berrien County Conservation District’s mission is to 

promote the protection and improvement of Berrien 

County’s natural resources through education, 

management, and technical assistance.” 
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Appendix  

 

Abbreviations 

EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

CISMA Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area 

FDA Food and Drug Administration 

FSMA Food Safety Modernization Act 

MAEAP  Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance 

Program 

NRCS USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

SESC Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program 

SW x SW 

Corner CISMA 

Southwest by Southwest Corner Cooperative Invasive 

Species Management Area 

USDA NASS US Department of Agriculture National Agriculture 

Statistics Service 

Photographs 

Cover Forested Wetland Ryan Postema 

Page 5 Eroded Shoreline 

Trees Bundled for Sale 

Stream 

Turkey on Grass 

J.W. Manger 

Nancy Carpenter 

Terry Holloway 

Brandy Wise-Tenter 

Page 6 Beach in Winter 

Snow Covered Vineyard 

Bette Pierman 

Terry Holloway 

Page 7 Lighthouse 

Waves Over Pier 

Nancy Carpenter 

Patrick Gordon 
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Page 8 Turtle J.W. Manger 

Page 9 Duck Patrick Gordon 

Page 11 Apple Trees 

Grapes in Baskets 

Cherries 

Dry Beans 

Chicken 

View from Tractor 

Terry Holloway 

Terry Holloway 

Kait Lemon 

Sherman Reed 

Lisa Kuntz 

Sherman Reed 

Page 12 Peaches 

Apples Hanging 

Nancy Carpenter 

Kait Lemon 

Page 13 Looking Up Tree Nancy Carpenter 

Page 15 Waves 

Field to Woods 

Flower 

Rocky Stream 

Bette Pierman 

Brandy Wise-Tenter 

Ryan Postema 

Lisa Kuntz 

Page 18 

 

Bee on Flower 

Grassed Dune, Lake 

Lavender in Full Bloom 

Sunflower 

Lisa Kuntz 

Bette Pierman 

Lisa Kuntz 

Mike Stickle 

Page 20 Macro Collection Nancy Carpenter 

Page 22 Buck at Feeder J.W. Manger 
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Stakeholders and/or Partners (any exclusions are unintended) 

 

Baroda Village 

Benton Charter Township 

Berrien County Board of Commissioners 

Berrien County Drain Commissioner 

Berrien County Farm Bureau 

Berrien County Health Department 

Berrien County Parks & Recreation Board 

Berrien County Planning 

Berrien County Road Department 

Bertrand Township 

Buchanan Township 

Chikaming Open Lands 

Chikaming Park Board 

Chikaming Township 

Duck’s Unlimited 

Fernwood 

Friends of Berrien County Trails 

Friends of the St. Joseph River 

Galien Village 

Greenstone Farm Credit Services 

Harbor Country Hikers 

Lake Charter Township 

Love Creek County Park and Nature Center 

Michigan Dept. of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) 
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Michigan Dept. of Environmental, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) 

Michigan Dept. of Natural Resources 

MSU Extension 

National Grape Cooperative 

New Buffalo City 

New Buffalo Township 

Oronoko Charter Township 

Pheasants Forever 

Pokagon Band Potawatomi Indians 

Resource Recovery 

Sarett Nature Center 

Southwestern Michigan Planning Commission 

Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy 

SW x SW Corner Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) 

The Conservation Fund 

Three Oaks Village 

Two Rivers Coalition 

USDA Farm Service Agency 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services 

Weesaw Township 

West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum 

Wightman & Associates 


